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gave a warm welcome to Perkin Warbeck and others, and was called " aunt of all the pretenders."
If the position of Maximilian had somewhat improved in Flanders, he was yet in the unfortunate position of being powerless to afford adequate help to his father, the Emperor Frederick III, in the hour of his deepest need, when the Magyar King Matthias Corvinus succeeded in conquering the Duchy of Lower Austria and taking possession of the city of Vienna, which he kept until his death, in 1490. This was a great blow to the old Emperor, and in his personal loss as a Hapsburg, he does not appear to have found compensation in the election of his son Maximilian as King of the Komans and Emperor-Elect, which was carried through the Diet of 1486. Strange to say, Frederick actually opposed the elevation of his son, possibly from jealousy and being unwilling to share his authority.
Many reasons had combined to ensure the choice of Maximilian. In the first place he was the strongest of the German princes ; Archduke of Austria, Count of Tyrol, Duke of Styria and Carinthia, and feudal lord of lands in Alsace, Swabia, and Switzerland. By his marriage with Marie de Bourgogne he was also ruler of Flanders and Burgundian States, the richest part of the domains of Charles the Bold. Then, too, he was recommended by his personal character, for he had already given proof of splendid courage, and had shown himself magnanimous after the conquest of Ghent, in 1485, by declaring a general amnesty to aU but the ringleaders in the rebellion. Last, but not least, although the Empire was not hereditary,i-lt^tn'), Comte d'AngouidiiMS and in knt*wn t«* f:iw*« «»•* flip mother of Fran^in I; in luff r l\M'm% ronf^r«'iirf* \V.T« irj^^nritl^Ivlit* «}ui^n' * i MUMM may know how to iiml with van n,. hat- , 'c! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
